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The development and challenge of acupuncture standards and norms - taking the location of
scalp acupoints in the “Standardized Manipulations of Acupuncture: Scalp Acupuncture” as an
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[ABSTRACT] At present, the standards and norms of acupuncture and moxibustion have ushered in a period of
rapid development, which is of great significance to the popularization and application in clinical practice. At the same
time, in the process of formulating and promoting the standards and norms of acupuncture and moxibustion, there are
many challenges, such as a lack of sufficient evidence-based support. Therefore, in the present article, taking the
“Standardized Manipulations of Acupuncture and Moxibustion: Scalp Acupuncture” as an example, we make a
discussion and a prospect about the doubtful contents of scalp acupoint locations after sorting out and comparing the
related standardized manipulations of the previous various editions, in order to better promote the application and
popularization of the current national standard edition (2021) and the international standard edition (2023) of the World
Federation of Acupuncture Societies. It may also provide a reference for the improvement and formulation of the next
edition of the standard.
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Fig. 1 [Illustration of the side of scalp acupuncture
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Fig. 2 Illustration of the side of scalp acupuncture

acupoint-line of the National Standard 2008 Edition
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Fig. 3 Illustration of the side of scalp acupuncture
acupoint-line of the 2013 WFAS standard
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Fig. 4 [Illustration of the side of scalp acupuncture

acupoint-line of the National Standard 2021 Edition
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acupoint-line of the 2023 WFAS standard
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Table 1 Questionable contents regarding the positioning of scalp acupoint-line in the previous editions of scalp acupuncture

operation specifications
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Table 3 Reference standards and positioning of scalp acupoint-lines in the 5" to 11" editions of the Acupuncture and

Moxibustion textbook
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